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Between 1973 and 2007, more than 5,000 nonmilitary shootings and assaults were attributed to paramilitaries punishing their own people. But
despite the risk of severe punishment, young petty o enders - known locally as 'hoods' - continue to o end, creating a puzzle for the rational theory
of criminal deterrence. Why do hoods behave in ways that invite violent punishment? In "The Hoods", Heather Hamill explains why this informal
system of policing and punishment developed and endured and why such harsh punishments as beatings, 'kneecappings', and exile have not
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